
377 North Main Street
Mansfield, MA 02048

508-339-2822
MMAS.ORG



presents

Vanya and  Sonia and Masha 
and Spike

Written by 
Christopher Durang

Directed by
Katia Greene

Vanya and Sonia and Marcia and Spike is presented by special streaming 
arrangement with Dramatists Play Service Inc., New York

The Mass Music & Arts Society (MMAS) 
is supported in part by grants from

Originally produced on Broadway by:

Joey Parnes, Larry Hirschhorn, Joan Raffe/Jhett Tolentino, Martin Platt & David Elliot, 
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Emily Mann, Artistic Director; Timothy J. Shields, Managing Director;
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DIRECTOR’S NOTE

First, and most of all, I thank you for watching our 
production of Vanya and Sonia and Masha and Spike. 
I truly love this show and was thrilled to direct this 
incredible cast. 

When we began rehearsals for VSMS the world was a 
different place. The production team was excited to 
stage this show; the set was being built, props were 

being pulled, sound design was being discussed, costumes were being 
made. Then, all of our work came to a halt as we went into a statewide 
shutdown in March. 

Each week we’d try to figure out when we’d get back into the theater. The 
cast continued to meet via Zoom, not wanting to lose any of the work 
we had done on this show. Rehearsals were challenging, but our team 
became more savvy as time went on and VSMS really started to come 
together. Now we just needed to finish staging in the theatre!

In April, after 6 weeks of rehearsing online, we learned that we would not 
be able to produce VSMS on stage. While we were heartbroken, the cast 
decided to produce the show virtually — but we didn’t realize exactly how 
much work this would be. 

Michelle Monti and Ed Krasnow spent over 200 hours to edit our recorded 
footage. Ken Carberry handled the audio. And I... well, I had a baby on July 
16th, so I was pretty useless after that. 

Vanya and Sonia and Masha and Spike truly was a labor of love for all 
those involved and none of us will ever forget this wild and creative ride. 
And to my team, I owe you all a bottle of Wild Turkey. 

With all my love,
Katia Greene
Director
Vanya and Sonia and Masha and Spike 



Vanya ................................................................................................ Ken Carberry
Sonia ..............................................................................................Michelle Monti
Masha ............................................................................................ Sheila Kelleher
Spike ...................................................................................... Michael Eckenreiter
Cassandra ....................................................................................... Beth Goldman
Nina ............................................................................................ Alyssa Germaine

SETTING:
A lovely farmhouse in Bucks County, Pennsylvania

TIME: 
The Present

ACT ONE: 
Scene 1: The Morning Room, early
Scene 2: Same, later that afternoon

ACT TWO:
Scene 1: Same, after the party

Scene 2: Same, the next morning
Scene 3: Same, around noon
Scene 4: Same, later that day

This video recording was produced by special arrangement with Dramatists 
Play Service and Christopher Durang.  All rights reserved. This performance 
is authorized for non-commercial use only. By accepting the video 
recording, you agree not to authorize or permit the video recording to be 
copied, distributed, broadcast, telecast or otherwise exploited, in whole or 
in part, in any media now known or hereafter developed.

CAST
(in order of appearance)

Executive Producer’s Note: Michelle Monti

When I volunteered to manage the video production for Vanya 
and Sonia and Masha and Spike in April, I never dreamed the 
project would take the entire summer to complete. Some of my 
castmates warned me, but I was determined to save this play and 
to capture the performances of this great cast. I’m so glad I did.

This production served as a wonderful distraction during the oddest time in 
recent history: the outbreak of the coronavirus pandemic. The fact that we 
were able to continue rehearsing online and stay connected despite the 
quarantine was a great blessing that provided me with purpose, continuity, 
and a fun creative outlet.

In addition to acting as Executive Producer for this piece, I also play Sonia, a 
52-year-old, single woman who uses a British accent in public. I have no idea 
why Katia thought I would fit this role, besides the fact that I AM 52, and NOT 
married (a point that Vanya makes sure to underscore for Sonia). But I relate to 
Sonia’s character in many ways beyond simple demographics. 

During the play, and prompted by her sister, Masha’s visit, Sonia seems to be 
hit with the realization that she has reached middle age but still hasn’t figured 
out how to live a happy life. She has never married, doesn’t work or engage 
in hobbies, and barely treads beyond her childhood home. The highlights of 
her days are bringing Vanya coffee and waiting for the blue heron to come. 
Some people may be able to find satisfaction in a simple life like Sonia’s, but 
Sonia herself expresses regret over the decades that have slipped between her 
fingers without anything to show for it.

I understand Sonia’s fear that she hasn’t quite found her purpose, as well as her 
fear of using her own voice. Luckily, this play – and the challenges that ensued 
– gave me a much-needed boost in those areas.

I have always loved being involved in theater – and never more than now. A 
play can make us think and reflect on our own lives. It can provide a respite 
from our daily troubles and allow us to “escape” for a few hours. My favorite 
thing about the theater is that it brings people together – backstage and on-
stage, in the audience and in the control booth, and now – as in VSMS – over 
the airwaves, allowing us to share this work beyond our town’s borders.

Thank you to Mom, Dad, Haley and Tracey for loving me no matter what. Thanks 
to Becky, Jen, Paula, the Viper Skyper gang, Linda Pritcher’s Creator’s Circle, 
and all my friends who support my creative endeavors. Lastly, extra gratitude 
goes to Sean Dougherty and Jeremy Ryan – both of whom offered their skills in 
Public Relations and Marketing to help get out the word about this challenging 
accomplishment.

They say “The show must go on.”
And here, it sure has.
-Michelle (Meeshelle) Monti



MMAS Production Staff

Executive Director .................................................................................Ken Butler

Artistic Director  ........................................................................ Dori Bryan-Ployer

Director ............................................................................................ Katia Greene

Executive Producers ............................................... Katia Greene, Michelle Monti

Production Stage Manager ...........................................................Teresa Kempner

Scenic Design  ................... Ken Butler, Caitlin Meyers, John Meyers, Dick Paulson

Sound Design ..................................................................................Bruce Webster

Assistant Directing Intern ............................................................... Isabella Seney

Zoom Cameras .................................. Ken Carberry, Katia Greene, Michelle Monti

Postproduction/Editing ...................................................................... Ed Krasnow

Postproduction Supervisor ............................................................ Michelle Monti

Assistant Video Producers .............Ken Carberry. Teresa Kempner, Isabella Seney

Properties ........................................................................................... Gail Gilman

Publicity & Marketing .................................................. Ken Butler, Michelle Monti

Program Design ......................................................................... Michael McGarty

Website/Communications .......................................................................Steve Ide

Anna, an 18 year old actress arrives in a college rehearsal studio to seek out 
some coaching to help land the lead in a production of Romeo and Juliet. 
She meets an acting instructor, Curt, who provides some harsh critique, yet 
the encounter forms a powerful bond between the two in the psychological 
drama Breaking the Shakespeare Code. The pair’s 16-year relationship plays 
out as they deceive and manipulate one another while exploring human 
nature in some of Shakespeare’s most intricate works.

November 9 & 10 at 8 PM
November 11 at 2 PM

STREAMED PERFORMANCES
Tickets at https://www.showtix4u.com/events/17209

UP NEXT AT



Ken Carberry (Vanya) — Vanya and Sonya and Masha and Spike 
is Ken’s first production with MMAS. Recent credits include The 
Lion in Winter (King Henry II), Dial M for Murder (Max Halliday), 
Inherit the Wind (Henry Drummond) and The Diary of Anne Frank 
(Otto Frank) with the Milton Players, The Sisters Rosensweig 
(Merv Kant) with The Footlight Club, and Almost Maine (East 

and Dave) with Walpole Footlighters. Ken has also recently appeared with the 
Cohasset Dramatic Club, and Theatre One Productions in Middleboro, MA.
. 

Michelle Monti (Sonia) — Michelle has been involved with 
MMAS since 2006. Favorite roles include Mollie Ralston in The 
Mousetrap, Gwendolyn Pigeon in The Odd Couple, and Puck 
in A Midsummer Night’s Dream. In 2007, Michelle was named 
“Funniest Mom in Rhode Island” by Catch a Rising Star. In 2009, 
Motif Magazine nominated Michelle for Best Lead Actress for her 

role as young Lynette in Frame 312 (Attleboro Community Theater). Michelle 
was lucky enough to spend her Junior year in France where she completed an 
acting workshop at the Comédie-Française. Currently, Michelle runs her own 
communications consulting business. She also enjoys playing guitar and singing, 
creative writing, and traveling with her daughter, Haley. 

Sheila Kelleher (Masha) — Sheila Kelleher is beyond thrilled 
for the opportunity to reprise her role as Masha, which she 
previously performed with Bay Players. Sheila has been 
performing all over the South Shore for the past 20 years. 
Last seen as Kate Jerome in Broadway Bound (Nemasket River 
Productions), some favorite roles include Sister Robert Anne 

in Nunsense (Bay Players), Jeannie in The Great American Trailer Park Musical 
(MMAS) and Countess Charlotte Malcolm in A Little Night Music (Curtain Call). 
She is thankful to the wonderful cast and amazing crew of VSMS for persevering 
through this pandemic to make this production available for viewing. A million 
thanks to Michelle, Ed and Ken C. for the endless hours of editing. Stay safe and 
wear your masks so we can enjoy live theatre again! 
 

Michael Eckenreiter (Spike) — Michael is an actor, director, 
musician and sound designer based out of Boston, Massachusetts. 
He graduated from Bridgewater State University in 2019 with a 
Bachelor’s degree in Theatre Arts and minor in Musical Theatre 
Performance. In 2018, he was selected to participate in a Directing 
Intensive at The Kennedy Center in Washington D.C., where he 

worked as an Assistant Director focusing on the development of new works. He 
recently was part of a digital reading of COVID Unfolding, a documentary play 
produced by Birch Tree Productions. For more, visit: michaeleckenreiter.com.  

Cast and Crew
Becoming

Dr. Ruth
                     an unexpected journey

by Mark St. Germain

Directed by Ken Butler

Starring 
Alice Springer as Dr. Ruth

Becoming Dr. Ruth chronicles the life of noted psychologist Dr. Ruth 
Westheimer from her early years fleeing Nazi Germany to her time spent as 
a sniper in Jerusalem and beyond. This illuminating one-woman show from 
the author of Freud’s Last Session is a humorous and heartfelt dramatization 
of Dr. Ruth’s incredible journey to become a pioneer in the psychology of 
human sexuality and the world’s most famous sex therapist.

November 21 & 22 at 8 PM
November 23 at 2 PM

LIVE STREAMED PERFORMANCES
Tickets at https://www.showtix4u.com/events/17209

Season Event



Alyssa Germaine (Nina) — Alyssa Rose Germaine is a recent 
graduate of Bridgewater State University with a B.A. in Theater 
Arts. Favorite acting credits include Sabina in The Skin of Our 
Teeth, Monteen in Parade, and Inga in Young Frankenstein. 
She also enjoys stage managing and directing, having directed 
Hand to God during her time at BSU. She has been keeping 

busy during quarantine, filming this production of Vanya and also taking part 
in a Zoom workshop of COVID Unfolding - A Documentary Play on Lives in the 
Pandemic with Birch Tree Productions. Most recently, she stage-managed her 
first-ever Zoom play, Richard II, with Visions Theatre/Film Productions and 
ROKKEE productions. She is looking forward to stage managing ONWARD - 
Votes for Women, a documentary play to honor the fight for women’s suffrage, 
commissioned by the Associates of the Boston Public Library as part of their 
Pierce Performance Series. 

Beth Goldman (Cassandra) —  Beth’s credits include Worcester’s 
4th Wall Production of Golda’s Balcony, New England Repertory 
Theater’s productions of Crossing Delancey (Bubbe), Doubt 
(Sister Aloyious), The Gin Game (Fonsia), and Over the River and 
Through the Woods (Aida).  Roles with NERC at MMAS’ Black 
Box Theater include Harold and Maude (Maude), On Golden 

Pond (Ethel), The Last Days of Judas Iscariot (Mother Teresa), and The Glass 
Menagerie (Amanda) — for which she received a Best Actress nomination by 
Motif Magazine. She also directed while performing in Forty-Five Seconds from 
Broadway (Harriet). Additional MMAS roles include Daisy in Driving Miss Daisy 
and Lou in 1945 Radio Hour. Beth’s traveling one-woman shows include Henrietta 
Cooks, Tea with Emily Dickinson, Enterprising Women, Dollies and Doughnuts, 
and she is currently working on a scripted version of her portrayal of Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg. Beth is an Acting Coach at Norwood High School.

Katia Greene (Director) — Katia has performed in many plays 
over the years, and this is her first time directing for MMAS. Little 
did she know how much more challenging her job would become 
due to the pandemic! But she quickly pivoted, leading the cast to 
continue rehearsing via Zoom, and then altering their direction 

to act for video instead of the stage. Katia is also a professional makeup artist and 
actor with additional experience in costuming and design, stage management, 
and prop fabrication. To top it all off, in July, Katia and her husband, Matt, became 
proud parents for the first time! One of Katia’s favorite quotes is: “It’s kinda fun 
to do the impossible.” - Walt Disney

Cast and Crew

Season Event

Directed by Katia Greene
Come revisit an MMAS favorite: our musical revue of holiday film 
classics and Broadway shows. We’re bringing back your favorite 
selections from past productions. It’s a rumpus holiday party that is 
fun for the whole family.

December 11  at 8 PM
December 12 at 2 PM

LIVE STREAMED PERFORMANCES
Tickets at https://www.showtix4u.com/events/17209



Isabella Seney (Assistant Directing Intern) — Isabella Seney is 
a Bridgewater State University graduate with her Bachelors in 
Theatre Arts and a Minor in Music. She has performed in many 
productions including Into the Woods (the Witch), Oliver! (Mrs. 
Bedwin), and Macbeth (Ross). She also worked behind the 
scenes with lighting and costumes during her time in school. 
This was Isabella’s first time working with MMAS and her first 

time as an Assistant Director and Dramaturg. Despite the circumstances, it was 
still a wonderful experience with so much to learn! She is incredibly grateful for 
the internship and hopes to be able to work with this group more in the future!

Teresa Kempner (Stage Manager) — This is Teresa’s first 
production with MMAS. She is grateful for the experience of 
working with such a fun and talented cast and crew. She loves 
community theatre and looks forward to again watching 
the magic happen on stage rather than on a zoom screen! 
Recently, she worked as a crew member on MTC productions 
of Chicago and Beauty and the Beast. Teresa thanks her 

husband and kids for their undying love and support.

Cast and Crew

The MMAS Academy

 OUR MISSION: Changing lives through the arts, one   
 student at a time.

      The MMAS Academy is extremely proud of their dedicated 
and talented faculty. Our diverse teachers are committed to 
lifelong learning while bringing a wealth of skill, experience, 
passion, and joy to their students and classrooms.

SPECIAL EVENT! A Ghost Story of 

Christmas

Starring Gary Poholek
In this 20th Anniversary special event, Gary Poholek narrates, 
performs and not only brings to life the spirits of Christmas Past, 
Present and Future, but the spirit of Charles Dickens himself.

December 18 & 19  at 8 PM
December 20 at 2 PM

LIVE STREAMED PERFORMANCES
Tickets at https://www.showtix4u.com/events/17209

based on 

A Christmas Carol 

by Charles Dickens



A quarter century ago, eight friends formed a non-profit (501 (c)(3)) organization 
to support the arts and artists.Today, their brainstorm has grown into a thriving arts 
organization – the Mass Music & Arts Society, Black Box Theater & Morini Gallery 
(MMAS) – recognized throughout Southeastern Massachusetts.

With an annual operating budget of just over $500,000 , MMAS attracts about 
10,000 audience members, patrons and performers from  New Hampshire to Rhode 
Island and Cape Cod.  Audiences come to MMAS because they know they will see 
exceptional productions in the intimate 76-seat Black Box Theater for a fraction of the 
cost of a ticket in Boston or Providence. MMAS is also home to the Morini Art Gallery 
which offers exhibitions of works by local and regional artists. The recent addition 
of the MMAS Arts Academy motivates learners ages 4+, of all abilities, interests, 
and incomes to participate in our comprehensive performing arts programs and 
experience the transformative life skills that creative engagement inspires.

The Mansfield Music & Arts Society recently signed an agreement to own 888 South 
Main St. across from the Xfinity Center. A 250-seat theater and art gallery on three 
acres on the Norton Reservoir is the vision of the new Arts Center at Great Woods. 
The nonprofit arts organization plans to renovate and expand the site to continue 
offering its theatrical productions, exhibits, arts classes and musical performances.

MMAS is a volunteer organization; our actors, and technicians are all volunteers; as 
is everyone who works the ticket office and concession area for every performance.  
Each year, volunteers give almost 30,000 hours to MMAS.

MMAS STAFF

Ken Butler, Executive Director
Dori Bryan-Ployer, Artistic Director
Abilgail B. Young, Development Director

MMAS Board of Directors

David Coccia, President
Pat McDougal, Vice President
Linda Rogers, Treasurer
Terri Biancucci, Secretary

Glenn Fournier
Brian Johnson
Ryan Gott
Barbara Kaplan
Sandra Levine
Brian Quinn
Shannon Stiles
Evelynne Swagerty
Tom Quin
Rosemarie Sirois

House Managers

Jennifer Lewis
Arlene Coccia
Leslie Shapiro

Morini Gallery Curator

Glenn Fournier

MMAS ACADEMY

Dori Bryan-Ployer, Education Director

Chelsea Cavagnaro
Derrick Lacasse
Marissa Stanley
Alex Sweeney
Vincent Ratsavong
Bobby Zupkofska

About the Mass Music and Arts Society



Steveidephotography.com

     Carpet    s    Ceramic & Porcelain   s    Hardwoods
     Laminate    s    Luxury Vinyl    s  Vinyl Sheet Goods

Providing our communities with experienced
design consultation and professional installation

Mansfield Location
277 North Main Street

(508) 339-4448

Norwood Location
914 Washington Street

(781) 680-7993

2020-2021 MMAS Season Contributions

During this unprecedented time, The Mass Music and Arts Society 
gratefully acknowledges the support of the individuals, foundations, 
corporations,and institutions whose gifts help strengthen the Society’s 
activities each year. MMAS would greatly appreciate your support to keep 
our community strong and help us mitigate expenses created by these 
current circumstances. Thank you in advance. We all will get through this 

and we hope to see you in the Black Box soon. 

Our Annual Campaign supports our season & programs.

All donations to our annual campaign are tax-deductible. 

Please consider a donation to support our programming!

MMAS is a 501 (c)(3) tax-exempt organization.




